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By: Susan Pendergrass

My son, I'm happy to say, is a well-adjusted adult who participates in plenty of active sports—
mostly surfing and rock climbing. But, | clearly remember his time as a youth baseball player
when he got the “Utility Player” award many years in a row. It wasn't that fun for him and it
wasn't that fun for me. Maybe team sports just aren't his thing.

Imagine the feeling of having your eleven-year-old son receive “T he Most Annoying Male Award”
from his teacher—who he spends 6 or 7 hours a day with for most of the year—knowing that
his social skills are compromised by autism. My heart hurts for that child and his parents. | can't
imagine they're excited about sending him back to that school in the fall.

T his didn't happen in Missouri; it happened in Gary, Indiana. | guess there’'s some silver lining in
that because almost half of the public school students in Gary have chosen a charter school.
Hopefully his parents can find a better fit—a school that celebrates his strengths instead of
making fun of him.

But what if this happened in Missouri? T he parents’ choices would be to move, pay private school
tuition, or to send their son back to the school that humiliated him. T he Missouri legislature has
consistently denied parents in the state any option other than their assigned public school. The
Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) tries to reassure themselves and
everyone else by claiming 99 percent of districts in the state are “fine.” But fine as defined by
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DESE is not the same as fine as defined by every parent. Shouldn't there be options available for
parents who want, or more importantly need them?
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Mission Statement

Advancing liberty with responsibility by promoting market solutions for Missouri public policy.
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